CHAPTER I

EARLY VICISSITUDES
(1808-1830)

Birth in Paris - paternity questioned - exiled from France -
formative years at Augsburg and Thun - Lord Malmesbury Js
portrait of Louis Napoleon at twenty-one-joins Italian
insurrectionists - flees from Austrians in disguise - settles at
Arenenberg, and opens campaign as Bonapartist claimant.

IN the year 1808 a child might well have seemed
divinely favoured to be born a Bonaparte. Napo-
leon was then at the zenith of his glory ; he
reigned over a France stretching eastward to the
Rhine and sprawling across the Alps over northern
Italy and the Illyrian provinces; his satellites
ruled Naples, the Netherlands, and non-Prussian
Germany to the Vistula ; his regiments were in
Lisbon and in Spain ; indeed, all Europe, save
England and Scandinavia, had been subdued,
and his pact with the powerful Tsar Alexander
at Tilsit ssgjjied to have guaranteed permanence
to both dynasty" and empire, while France her-
self had not yet reacted to the draining of her life-
blood but still hailed the victories of his armies
as stepping-stones to prosperity and peace. Napo-
leon, it seemed, had brought law and order,
security and glory to a people he had found
wallowing in chaos, fear, and want. To be born